
March 16,2003 

Chairman Michael Powell 
clo Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 ~ ' ~  Street. sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chairman Powell: 

Over the past five years, the declining diversity in media organizations has severely impacted my ability 
to hear multiple viewpoints on political issues, experience new music. and have competing options for 
broadcast radio, internet access, and cable. For example, in my local market, Clearchannel 
Communications controls radio and television stations, advertising. concert venues, and newspapers. 
Having one point of view that is so pervasive harms the free market. 

On September 12,2002, the FCC launched its "Notice of Proposed Rulemaking." I'm very concerned 
with this proposal because it could drastically limit the public's right to a diverse media marketplace of 
ideas. I urge you to reconsider your plans to weaken critical safeguards preventing further 
consolidation of media ownership. As a professional and a consumer, I worry about my ability to make 
informed choices. I am unhappy with biased content of these large media conglomerates aimed at the 
lowest common denominator. 
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Over the past five years, the declining diversity in media organizations has severely impacted my ability 
to hear multiple viewpoints on political issues, experience new music, and have competing options for 
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Communications controls radio and television stations, advertising. concert venues, and newspapers. 
Having one point of view that is so pervasive harms the free market. 
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KRISTOPHER D. GIESING 
184PARNASSUS A V E  

SAY FRANCISCO, CA 941 17-426 I 
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From: Michael D. Porter ;+yi '2 Pr 2003 
on t G I NPIL To: Mike Powell 

Date: Sat, Mar 1, 2003 640 AM . I  , 

Subject: Concerning latest hearings on further media 

... I strongly object to relaxation of rules allowing further media 
consolidation. The 1934 Communications Act did not give the interests 
with the most money the right to control the airwaves and their 
distribution. It said, specifically, that those airwaves are the 
property of the people. Implicit in that law was the understanding that 
those airwaves would be used in the best interests of the people, rather 
than in the best interests of media conglomerates. Rules made by the FCC 
in recent years have only furthered the interests and power of media 
conglomerates, rather than the interests of the people. This is an 
easily-understood issue by those outside the houses of power in this 
country 

If you were really interested the best interests of the people, you 
would insist on reinstatement of the fairness doctrine and a return to 
the precepts of the 1934 act, rather than insisting on rules which will 
inevitably reduce the people's access to news from that promoted and 
controlled by six or seven firms to three or four, then two or three, 
and, eventually, to only one. 

/SI 

_ _  
Michael D. Porter 
Roswell. NM (yes, -that- Roswell) 
[mailto:mporter@zianet com] 

Don't let people drive you crazy when you know it's within walking 
distance. 

mailto:mporter@zianet
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To: Kathleen Abernathy 
Date: Thu, Mar 20, 2003 1:21 PM .,, 

Subject: ownership changes 

Since the FCC's ruling will now permit one company to own up to two stations in some of the countries' 
biggest markets under certain restrictions, do you feel this is fair for others who would like to own a 
company for the first time? This is giving them a disadvantage because everyone should be qualified the 
same. One company owning up to two stations is limiting entrepreneurship. 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Platinum - Watch CBS' NCAA March Madness, live on your desktop! 

CC: kakawil@yahoo.com 
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